
1  The work is entitled: “The Changing Spiritual Climate, Christian Faith and the Future of Catholicism: Ogoja Diocese 
 Discourse”. It is to be published in a Festschrift in honour of Most Rev. Dr. Donatus Edet Akpan, the Bishop of the 
 Catholic Diocese of Ogoja.
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3 There are diverse interpretations of the term “ecumenism”. However, the underlying idea behind the concept is that 
 attempt to seek unity among the different denominations in the Christian faith. 
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5 The term “Mediatized Spirituality” as used by Aswell Okechukwu Nwankwo denotes the emergent tendency for the media to 
 make religion an ubiquitous experience. In other words, mediatized spirituality denotes a spiritual experience that is delivered 
 or practised through, and surrounded by, the media, especially when there is a manifest dependency of such experience on the 
 media. (Cf. Aswell Okechukwu Nwankwo. “Mediatized Spirituality: A Critical Appraisal of the Media-Religion Nexus in  
 Nigeria”. Romanian Journal of Communication and Public Relations, Vol. 19, No 3, Is. 42, 2017, p. 18).

4   Jake O. Otonko. “Media Spirituality and the Manipulation of the Christian Faith in Africa”. A Paper Submitted for Publication 
 in Festschrift in Honour of Rev. Fr. Dr. Kriss J. Owan, 2020.
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6 The ideological mind-frame of traditional Catholics before the advent of Pentecostalism was one characterized by a greater 
 acceptance of suffering as normal, lesser emphasis on demons, lesser craze for material progress, success or financial  
 “breakthrough” to mention but a few. All of this has changed with the coming of Pentecostalism.

8 However, in recent times, the liturgical worship of the Church has been severely Pentecostalized on many fronts:  
 homilies/sermons, songs/hymns, prayers of the faithful etc. 

5  The happenings now can no longer hold on to the view that the number is no longer alarming because even among the clergy 
 and the religious the exodus is alarming, indeed.

7 The Catholic Church holds her liturgy in very high esteem. In fact, the liturgy constitutes the anchor of the Catholic Church's 
 identity. 
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9 In addition to the above list of sacraments, Joseph Obok Lukpata has added baptism (Cf. Joseph Obok Lukpata. “Catholic 
 Liturgy and the Influence of Pentecostalism”. Testimony of Faith: A Centenary of Catholicism in Ogoja. Ed. Kekong Bisong. 
 (Onitsha, Nigeria: IHM Madonna Press, 2021), 318.
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10 This is the title of the lecture delivered by Monsignor Professor Theophilus Okere to the Nigerian Federation of the 
 Catholic Students, Imo State University, Aba Campus, Saturday, January 19, 1985.
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