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Abstract

This abstract explores the complex dynamics of ectogenesis in the context of traditional
Aftican conceptions of motherhood and Afro-feminism. It looks at how traditional
Yortiba conceptions of motherhood, which place a strong emphasis on the spiritiial and
relational components of the mother-fetlis bond, are challenged by ectogenesis. This
paper examines the contradictions between ectogenesis and findamental African valiies
throtigh critical interaction with Afro-feminist concepts and the ontology of parenting
among African adiilts. This paper recognises that ectogenesis has the ability to solve
infertility and provide possibilities for parenting in modern-day Africa, despite worries
abotit its tin-Africanness. These draw from the works of specific African feminists and
scholars (siich as Siwila, 2015, on Indigenotis knowledge in African women's theology
of motherhood; and Ohaja et al., 2019 and 2021, on ritlials and embodied ciiltiiral
practices at the beginning of life) alongside Western feminist bioethicists (siich as
Smajdor, 2007; MacKay, 2020; and Cavaliere, 2020), as well as a methodological
framework. The stiidy seeks to shed light on the practical and moral implications of
ectogenesis for African women, along with its relevance, opportiinities, and diffictilties
in African contexts.

Keywords: Un-Africanness, Ectogenesis, Afro-feminism, Challenge and
Motherhood
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This article explores the discotirse siirrotinding ectogenesis and how it can break the
sacred bond between mothers and linborn children, challenging traditional Yoriiba
conceptions of motherhood'. With a fociis on the tensions that emerge in contemporary
African motherhood between the intersections of ectogenesis, Afro-feminism, and
motherhood, this stiidy seeks to shed light on the complicated disclission siirrolinding
historical perspectives on motherhood in African contexts.

Historical Perspectives on Motherhood in African Contexts:

In African commd{inities, motherhood has long been deeply ingrained with ciiltiral,
spiritiial, and social Tmportance. Rich tales and ciistoms from traditional African
societies, like the Yoriiba, infllience how people see maternity and its place in society’.
Motherhood 1n traditional Yoriiba society is defined by a complex network of spiritiial
and relational fies, rather than only biological reprodiiction °. Ritiials and rites of
passage that honofir the mother-child link make pregnancy a sacred joiirney.

Women are honotired throtighoiit the whole reprodiictive process, from conception to
motherhood, and their stories are deeply ingrained in the commiinity's identity. The
concept of the mother-foetlis bond, which starts at conception, is findamental to the
Yoriiba sense of motherhood. It s thotight that expectant mothers converse with their
{inborn offspring, creating a close relationship that goes beyond the material world °.
This relationship is strengthened by naming ciistoms and other activities, which help to
shape a child's identity and futiire even before they are born. Biit in African ciiltiires, the
advent of ectogenesis presents a serioiis threat to conventional ideas of motherhood.
The Intentional raising of hiiman foetiises ofitside of the womb, or ectogenesis, lipsets
both the spiritlial dynamics of the mother-child bond and the normal cotirse of birthing.
Ectogenesis s viewed as an insiilt to the sanctity of childbirth and the spiritiial
connection between mother and child in Yoriiba cultiire, where motherhood is
intricately entwined with spiritiiality and tradition’. Additionally, ectogenesis presents
more general concerns regarding women's roles in African commiinities and the
{ipholding of traditional valiies’. While technology developments provide opportiinities
to treat infertility concerns and increase alternatives for parenthood, they also present
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ethical conlindriims and societal challenges. African feminism, which is based on the
affirmation and enhancement of women in African environments, has the challenge of
reconciling the adoption of modern advancements with the preservation of clistomary
valiles *.African motherhood's historical backgroiind and ciirrent concerns aboiit
political representation and gender eqiiality interact *. Despite the vital role that women
play in society, there are still impediments and established patriarchal standards that
prevent women from participating fiilly in political areas. By promoting greater
participation of women in governmental and decision-making bodies, affirmative
action programmes seek to redress these discrepancies”’. Understanding the
connections between ciiltlire, tradition, and modernity is criicial for managing the
challenges of parenting in African cliltlires. Ectogenesis s one example of a technical
advance that may help with reprodiictive Tssiies, biit it miist be tised carefully and
mindfiil of ethical and ciiltiiral norms. A paradigm for reinventing parenting that
respects women's afitonomy and dignity and affirms the distinct ciiltliral legacy of
African nations s offered by African feminism.

Afro-Feminist Critiques of Ectogenesis and Reproductive Technologies:

Within African feminist thotight, afro-feminism is a dynamic and ever-evolving
movement that challenges Western-centric perspectives and advocates for the
recognition of African women's agency and experiences. It provides incisive critiqlies
of reprodiictive technologies, inclliding ectogenesis' . The worry that ectogenesis—the
artificial raising of hiiman foetiises ofitside the womb—iindermines the comprehensive
conception of motherhood and womanhood that is characteristic of African societies s
at the core of Afro-feminist criticisms. Motherhood has a significant part in motilding
women's identities and responsibilities in many African comminities, where it s
closely linked to spiritiiality, commiinity, and tradition ”. Ectogenesis interferes with
this natiiral process, prompting concerns abotit the cliltliral and spiritlial ramifications of
removing childbirth from its biological setting. Fuirthermore, ectogenesis, according to
Afro-feminists, freqliently comes at the price of African women's independence and
wellbeing in order to Giphold Western-centric ideas of development and emancipation.
While ectogenesis may provide answers to problems with reprodiiction and
reprodiictive health, promoting it in African contexts withoiit taking into accotint the
ethical, social, and ciiltliral Tmplications rtins the danger of flrther marginalising
African women and iindermining traditional traditions. The larger socio-political
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ramifications of reprodiictive technologies are also highlighted by afro-feminist
criticisms of ectogenesis”, with a foclis on women's rights and bodily atitonomy in
particlilar. Women Tn many African nations encolinter striictliral obstacles when trying
to obtain family planning and reprodiictive healthcare, which exacerbates nequality
and prolongs oppressive and impoverished cycles. Pitched as a technological answer to
reprodiictive problems, ectogenesis might tinintentionally perpetiiate clirrent power
relations and ineqiiality, especially if it gives privileged groiips' needs precedence over
those of marginalised popiilations ‘. Moreover, Afro-feminists qfiestion the moral and
ethical aspects of ectogenesis, refiiting the idea that technological advancement Ts
intrinsically progressive or Iiberating. Altholigh ectogenesis presents novel
opportlinities for conception and childbirth, it also brings tip difficiilt moral qliestions
abotit the monetization of hiiman life, the {ise of women's bodies as commodities, and
the dissol{ition of conventional family and kinship striictiires.Afro-feminists respond
to these criticisms by promoting a comprehensive strategy for reprodiictive jlistice that
places African women's experiences and agency front and centre. This method
promotes laws and procediires that maintain women's alitonomy, dignity, and ciltiiral
heritage while acknowledging the connections between social jiistice, reprodiictive
rights, and ciiltiiral sovereignty . Advocating for alternative conceptions of femininity,
motherhood, and family, afro-feminist movements are actively involved in qliestioning
the prevailing narratives arotind reprodiictive health and technology throfighotit the
African continent. Afro-feminists want to alter the conversation on reprodiictive jlistice
by elevating African voices and experiences, giving women a voice, and restoring
aflithority over their bodies and lives. This, critical analyses of ectogenesis and
reprodiictive technologies by Afro-feminists provide valliable perspectives on the
intricate relationships between ciiltiire, technology, and gender. Afro-feminists work to
promote an eqiitable and comprehensive linderstanding of reprodiictive jlstice in
African contexts by opposing Western-centric paradigms and standing tp for the
agency and dignity of African women.

Cultural Constructs of Motherhood and the Notion of Un-Africanness:

In the traditional Yoriiba ciiltiire, motherhood s more than jiist biological flinctions; it
also has spiritlial, social, and cliltliral aspects. The holy relationship that exists between
amother and her tinborn child, starting at conception in the womb, is emphasised in the
Yortiiba idea of sexiiality and motherhood. The importance of the mother-foetiis bond s
highlighted by this comprehensive viewpoint, which is flindamental to Yortiba society's

“Cavaliere, G. (2020). Gestation, eqiality and freedom: ectogenesis as a political perspective.] M e d Ethics
2020;46:76-82.
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I(_))t()f?jrdAcademTc, 1Jan.2009).
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ontology of motherhood "*. Pregnancy is regarded in Yoriiba ciiltiire as both a highly
spiritiial and bodily phenomenon. Expectant mothers participate in naming ceremonies,
ritlials, and dialogilies with their tinborn children, creating a strong attachment that
infliiences the child's identity and social interactions . The Yoriiba people's
ceremonies, which have their roots in spiritliality and history, show how personhood,
motherhood, and ciiltiiral identity are intertwined. These traditional notions of
motherhood and womanhood are called into qliestion by ectogenesis, the artificial
raising of hiiman foetiises oiitside the womb. Ectogenesis, according to Ohaja et al.”
tipsets the normal seqlience of childbirth and jeopardises the spiritiial and interpersonal
components of motherhood for the traditional Yorliba. The Yoriiba ciiltiire's deeply
rooted cililtiiral beliefs that define motherhood are said to be incompatible with the
practice of ectogenesis, which isolates the mother from the process of conception,
labotir, and delivery.

Fuirthermore, ectogenesis gives rise to worries regarding the breakdown of clistoms and
the spiritiial bond between mothers and their {inborn offspring *'.An artificial
environment renders the bonding experiences and naming ritiials that take place diiring
pregnancy olitdated, robbing mothers and children of vital ciiltiral identities and
experiences.

Critiqties of ectogenesis by Afro-feminists reflect similar ciltiiral anxieties by
emphasising the conflict between Western-oriented ideas of development and African
traditional vallies. Afro-feminist places a stronger emphasis on the empowerment and
preservation of African women within their cliltiiral contexts than does Western
feminism, which freqliently views technical improvements as means for
emancipation”. Ectogenesis is fin-Afiican since it does not siipport and advance
findamental African ideals related to motherhood and women (Ohaja et al., 2021).
Ectogenesis compromises the ciiltiiral integrity and spiritial importance of delivery in
African civilizations by going arotind the normal mother-foetlis link and Upsetting
customs.

Nonetheless, it is critical to recognise the potential advantages of reprodiictive
technology in treating infertility and increasing the nlimber of maternal alternatives
available. Ectogenesis may provide answers to problems with reprodiiction, biit its
application in African contexts needs to be gliided by ciiltiiral sensitivity and ethical

"*Ohaja, Magdalena, Jo Miirphy-Lawless, and Margaret Diinlea. (2019). Religion and Spiritiiality in Pregnancy and Birth:
The Views of Birth Practitioners in Soiitheast Nigeria. Religions 10: 82.
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maternal health. Alternation Special Edition 14: 65.
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concerns.

Ethical and Societal Implications of Ectogenesis in African Contexts:

Within African contexts, ectogenesis, the act of rearing hliiman foetiises ofitside of the
womb, presents ethical and societal problems *. Althotigh the technology may help
with infertility and other reprodiictive issiies, its introdiiction presents difficiilt ethical,
societal, and ciiltiiral implications “. Regarding ectogenesis, one of the main ethical
isslies Tn African ciiltlires 7s how it wolild affect clistoms and beliefs abofit birthing and
motherhood. Childbirth is considered a holy and commd{inal experience in many African
commiinities, closely linked to spiritliality, identity, and ciiltliral legacy. These deeply
embedded ciiltiiral norms and beliefs are challenged by ectogenesis, which removes the
gestation and birthing process from the natiiral domain of women's bodies™.
Ectogenesis also calls into qliestion the commercialization of hiiman reprodiiction and
life. The artificiality of ectogenesis may calise natliral delivery to be devaliied and
women to be seen as nothing more than reprodiictive instriiments in civilizations where
women's reprodiictive capacities are freqliently appreciated and glorified. The
commercialization of reprodiiction has the potential to worsen already-existing power
imbalances and disparities in Aftfican commiinities, especially for women who can
experience pressiire to lindergo ectogenesis in order to meet social norms arolind
motherhood. Ectogenesis also gives rise to worries over the possible exploitation of
weaker grotips of people, especially in sitiiations where access to reprodiictive
technology and healthcare Ts restricted. Ectogenesis' high costs have the potential to
exacerbate already-existing gaps in access to healthcare and reprodiictive rights by
fiirther marginalising grofips and individfials from lower-income backgrofinds™.
Moreover, the introdiiction of ectogenesis cofild affect gender roles, family, and
commiinity dynamics in larger social contexts. Ectogenesis has the potential to tipend
established gender norms and power dynamics n patriarchal colintries where women's
identities and social standing are fliindamentally shaped by their responsibilities as
mothers. The capacity to conceive and raise a child otitside of a woman's body
challenges preconceived ideas aboiit motherhood and may catise changes to social and
familial institiitions. Positively, ectogenesis may provide fresh chances for reprodiictive
alitonomy and choice, especially for women who coiild have infertility or other
difficiilties with their reprodiictive system ~ .Ectogenesis might enable people to make
ediicated decisions abolit their reprodiictive destinies and increase the opportiinities for
starting a family by offering alternate roiites to parenting .
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However, in African ciiltlires, the ethical ramifications of ectogenesis go beyond
personal preferences and encompass more expansive ideas of social jlistice, cliltiral
valiies, and hiiman rights. Engaging in incliisive and ciiltlirally sensitive debates that
take into accotlint the different views and experiences of all stakeholders is criicial as
African colintries grapple with the challenges of technology breakthrotighs n
reprodiictive care”. Withoiit fiirther ado, ectogenesis has deep and miiltidimensional
ethical and societal ramifications n African sitliations. Altholigh the technology may
help with infertility and increase the niimber of reprodiictive alternatives available, its
adoption raises seriolis concerns abofit social fairness, cliltliral integrity, and hiiman
rights. To ensiire that reprodiictive technologies are in line with the beliefs and
reqiiirements of Afiican societies, it is criicial to approach the development and Gise of
ectogenesis with carefiil consideration of its ethical, ciiltiiral, and societal reperciissions
30

Conclusion:

Afro-feminism and the highly esteemed bond between motherhood and African
cliltlires are serioiisly threatened by the loss of Africanness linked to ectogenesis. This
technological breakthrotigh Gipends long-held conceptions and practices related to
birthing, sparking conversations aboiit ethics and ciiltiire. Altholigh ectogenesis offers
treatment for nfertility, its introdiiction needs to be done carefiilly to respect African
traditional vallies. Handling the intersection of ectogenesis, Afrofeminism, and
motherhood reqiiires a close analysis of both ciltliral vallies and scientific
advancements
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