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ABSTRACT 

Science in the modern period has so much developed and made serious inroad into the attempt of 

life preservation with all the risk involved. In the area of medicine, Euthanasia is no longer the only 

way in the face of death rather alternatives are being investigated, discovered and practiced. 

Cryonics being one of those alternatives preserves the body with the hope of reviving those in the 

future using advanced medical technologies. No matter how fascinating this project may appear, it 

has only given false hope to the fears of the relatives of the dead. The greater problem being the 

manner these bodies and brains are preserved. That has given rise to questions like: when the 

bodies are revived, will they still be normal human being or zombies?, does it guarantee the revival 

of all the organs of the body without some malfunctioning? Above all, has it ever been successful 

and will it ever be successful? To answer these questions properly, we employed the method of 

analysis. Our findings showed that cryonics is simply one of those scientific experiments which 

have yielded no result other than giving false hope to the dead and their relatives. It is also a waste 

of time and an economic waste considering the resources being pumped into it. I therefore 

recommend that cryonics and other scientists should see death as an inevitable and natural part of 

human experience that informs the way we live our short lives on earth, without seeking for 

prolonged lives unto futility. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The concept of cryonics is based on the idea of preserving human bodies or brains in a state 

of suspended animation, with the hope of reviving them in the future when medical 

technology has advanced sufficiently to cure any diseases or damage that caused their 

deaths. Proponents of cryonics argue that it offers the possibility of extending human life 

indefinitely and could even lead to the elimination of death altogether1 However, the 

ethical implications of cryonics are complex and controversial, and have been the subject 

of much debate in recent years. 

One of the main ethical concerns with cryonics is that it is based on a set of assumptions 

about the feasibility of reviving frozen bodies that may not be scientifically sound. While 

the technology for freezing and preserving human tissues has improved significantly in 

recent years, there arc still many unanswered questions about the long-term effects of 

cryopreservation on human organs and tissues. Critics of cryonics argue that it is unethical 

to offer false hope to dying patients and their families by promoting a practice that may not 

be able to deliver on its promises. 
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Another ethical concern with cryonics is that it represents an extreme form of 

individualism, in which the pursuit of personal survival takes precedence over the 

collective well-being of society. Critics argue that cryonics prioritizes the desires of a few 

individuals over the needs of the many, and that it reinforces the existing social and 

economic inequalities that already exist in society. In a world where only the wealthy arc 

able to afford cryonic preservation, it is feared that the practice could lead to a new form of 

inequality and injustice.2 

In addition, there are also concerns about the potential psychological and social 

consequences of cryonic preservation. For example, some argue that the practice could lead 

to a devaluation of human life, by encouraging individuals to see death as a mere 

inconvenience rather than an inevitable and natural part of the human experience. Others 

worry that cryonics could have a negative impact on society as a whole, by creating a 

culture of fear and anxiety around death that could have far-reaching social and 

psychological consequences. 

At the same time, there arc those who argue that cryonics represents a legitimate exercise 

of personal autonomy, and that individuals should have the right to choose what happens to 

their bodies after death. They argue that the potential benefits of cryonics, both for 

individuals and society as a whole, outweigh the potential risks and ethical concerns. For 

example, they argue that cryonics could lead to significant advances in medical science, by 

providing researchers with valuable data on the long-term effects of cryopreservation on 

human tissues and organs. 

Given the complex ethical landscape surrounding cryonics, it is essential that we engage in 

thoughtful and informed ethical appraisal of the practice. This requires a careful 

consideration of the potential risks and benefits of cryonics, as well as an examination of 

the underlying ethical principles and values that inform our thinking about life, death, and 

human dignity. Through such an appraisal, we can begin to develop a more nuanced and 

informed perspective on this controversial and thought-provoking topic.3 

Cryonics is a relatively new field of science that involves the preservation of human bodies 

or brains at low temperatures with the goal of future revival using advanced medical 

technologies. 

The idea of cryonic preservation was first proposed in the late 1960s by Robert Ettinger, 

who believed that cryonic preservation could provide a means of extending human lifespan 

and overcoming death.4 Since then, cryonics has gained a significant amount of attention 

and controversy. Advocates of cryonics argue that the practice could potentially provide a 

way to overcome diseases, aging, and death, while opponents argue that cryonics is 

pseudoscientific and an unethical way to exploit people's hopes and fears. 

The process of cryonic preservation involves several steps, firstly, the body or brain is 

rapidly cooled to a temperature of-196°C using liquid nitrogen. The aim is to prevent 

further cellular damage and to preserve the body or brain in a state of suspended animation 

until it can be revived at a later time.5 The technology used in cryonics has improved 

significantly since its inception, with new techniques and equipment being developed to 

improve the preservation process. However, cryonics is still considered an experimental 

technology, and there is no scientific evidence to support the claims made by cryonics 

advocates regarding the ability to successfully revive cryonically preserved individuals. 
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Despite the lack of scientific evidence, cryonics has continued to attract interest and 

support from a small but dedicated community of individuals who believe that the practice 

has the potential to revolutionize the medical field and extend human lifespan. Cryonics is 

a controversial and divisive topic, with ethical, social, and scientific implications that must 

be carefully considered. While the idea of cryonic preservation is intriguing, there arc 

significant risks and challenges associated with the practice that must be taken into account 

before any further development can occur. Further research and debate arc needed to 

determine whether cryonics can be a viable and ethical means of preserving human life, or 

whether it is a misguided and dangerous form of pseudo-science. 

DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Cryonics: Cryonics is a practice in which human bodies or brains arc frozen using a 

specialized preservation technique with the intention of reviving them in the future. T his 

process involves reducing the temperature of the body to -196 degrees Celsius, at which 

point all metabolic activity ceases, effectively placing the body or brain in a state of 

suspended animation. The idea is that, in the future, when medical technology has 

advanced sufficiently, the frozen body or brain could be revived and restored to full 

function.6 

Suspended animation: Suspended animation is a state in which an organism's metabolic 

activity is reduced to a point where it appears to be dead, but is actually still alive. T his 

state is induced by reducing the temperature of the organism's body, which slows down all 

physiological processes. While in suspended animation, the organism requires very little 

oxygen and energy, and can survive for an extended period of time without food or water. 

Autonomy: Autonomy is the ability of an individual to make decisions about their own life 

and body, free from external constraints or influences. In the context of cryonics, autonomy 

refers to i individual's right to make their own decisions about their body and the 

preservation of their body after death. Advocates of cryonics argue that individuals should 

have the autonomy to choose cryonic preservation as a means of extending their life, while 

critics argue that the practice may be exploitative and may offer false hope. 

Individualism: Individualism is a belief system that emphasizes the importance of 

individual freedom and autonomy, often at the expense of collective social responsibilities. 

In the context of cryonics, individualism refers to the prioritization of individual desires 

and interests over the Elective good of society. Critics argue that cryonics reinforces social 

and economic inequalities ' prioritizing the desires of a few individuals over the needs of 

the many. 

Social justice: Social justice is the concept of fairness and equality in the distribution of 

resources, opportunities, and privileges within a society. In the context of cryonics, social 

justice refers to the concern that the practice may perpetuate existing social and economic 

inequalities, as only the wealthy arc able to afford cryonic preservation. Critics argue that 

cryonics may widen the gap between the rich and poor, and may lead to a new form of 

inequality and injustice. 

Inequality: Inequality is a state of disparity or difference in the distribution of resources, 

opportunities, and privileges within a society. In the context of cryonics, inequality refers 

to the concern that the practice may exacerbate existing social and economic disparities, as 

only a small group of people will have access to the technology and resources required for 

cryonic preservation. 
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Devaluation of human life: Devaluation of human life refers to a reduction in the 

perceived value worth of human life, often due to factors such as increased exposure to 

death, disease, or violence. In the context of cryonics, some critics argue that the practice 

may lead to a devaluation human life by encouraging individuals to sec death as a mere 

inconvenience rather than an inevitable and natural part of the human experience. 

Psychological and social consequences: Psychological and social consequences refer to 

the pact that cryonics may have on individual and social attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors 

rounding life, death, and the value of human life. Some argue that cryonics could have a 

native impact on society by creating a culture of fear and anxiety around death, or by 

encouraging individuals to prioritize their own survival over the well-being of society. 

Historical, Cultural And Scientific Basis Of Cryonics 

Historically, the concept of immortality and the desire to extend human life has been 

present in many cultures throughout history. The ancient Egyptians, for example, believed 

in the afterlife and the preservation of the body through mummification. In more recent 

times, the idea of immortality has been explored in science fiction literature and film, 

further fueling the fascination with the concept.8 

Cryonics has also been influenced by the cultural context of the United States, where the 

practice originated. The culture of innovation and progress in America has made cryonics a 

symbol of the belief in the power of science and technology to overcome the limitations of 

human biology. However, this culture of progress has also led to skepticism and criticism 

of cryonics, with some arguing that it is a misguided attempt to cheat death and that it goes 

against the natural order of life and death. 

The historical and cultural context of cryonics has shaped public perception and attitudes 

towards the practice. While it has been influenced by the desire for immortality and the 

culture of progress, it has also been met with skepticism and criticism. As technology 

continues to advance, the debate surrounding cryonics is likely to continue, with both 

proponents and skeptics offering their own perspectives on the practice.  

Scientifically,  Cryonics is a controversial field that aims to preserve the human body or 

brain at very low temperatures (-196 °C) in the hopes of reviving it in the future when 

medical technology has advanced enough to cure the diseases that caused death. It is based 

on the scientific principles of cryobiology, which studies the effects of low temperatures on 

biological systems.The basic idea behind cryonics is that by cooling the body or brain to 

extremely low temperature, cellular activities could be slowed or even stopped. Thiscan 

protect the body or brain from damage caused by lack of oxygen, nutrient deprivation, and 

other factors that occur after death. By preserving the body or brain in his state, it is 

thought that future medical technology may be able to repair the damages that caused death 

and restore the person to life. 

Cryonics is not a new concept. The first cryonic freezing of a person occurred in 1967, and 

since then, thousands of people have signed up for cryonic preservation. Despite its 

popularity, cryonics remains a controversial and unproven practice, and its scientific basis 

is still a matter of debate.One of the biggest challenges facing cryonics is the fact that 
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freezing and thawing can cause significant damage to the cells and tissues. While 

cryobiology has made serious advances in recent years, there are still many unknowns 

when it comes to the effects of low temperature on biological systems. Scientists are 

working to better understand the mechanisms behind cryopreservation and develop new 

technologies to minimize cellular damage. 

Despite these challenges, there is some evidence to support the scientific basis of cryonics. 

Studies have shown that some organisms, such as tardigrades and certain types of fish, arc 

capable of surviving extreme cold temperatures by entering a state of suspended animation. 

This has led some researchers to suggest that similar mechanisms may be at play in cryonic 

preservation.Some experiments have shown that certain types of brain tissue can survive 

cryopreservation and be successfully revived. While these studies are still in the early 

stages, they provide some hope that cryonic preservation of the brain may one day be a 

viable option. 

The Beliefs and Symbolism of Cryonics in Modern Day Society 

The investigation of cryonics in respect to cryonicists involves reviewing or examining the 

beliefs, motivations, and practices of those who support cryonic preservation. Researchers 

have conducted studies on cryonicists to discover the reasons why individuals choose to 

undergo cryonic preservation, as well as the psychological and social factors that influence 

their decision.11 

A research published in the Journal of HealthSociology Review, interviewed a group of 

cryonicists to better understand their motivations and beliefs. The researchdiscovered that 

cryonicists were motivated by a desire to extend their lives and to overcome death as well 

as a belief in the potential of future medical technologies to restore them to life. Cryonics 

tended to have a high degree of scientific literacy and were often critical of mainstream 

medicine and traditional views on aging and death. 

Another work published in the Journal of Cognitive Engineering and Decision Making, 

reviewed the decision making process of the cryonicists. The research discovered that 

cryonicists often made their decision to undergo cryonic preservation after carefully 

weighing the risks and benefits involved in the practice. However cryonic preservation is 

simply an experimental technology and people are free to buy the idea bility of or not 

because there is no scientific evidence to support the claims made by these advocates to 

their ability of reviving dead bodies or brain. While cryonicists arc motivated by a desire to 

extend their lives and to overcome death, there are significant challenges associated with  

thepractice that must be considered. Further research is needed to determine whether 

cryonic reservation can be a viable and ethical means of preserving human life. 

Furthermore, the symbolism of cryonics is rooted in the very essence of what it means to 

be human: our desire for eternal life and the hope that science and technology can help us 

achieve it. At its core, cryonics represents the belief that death is not the end, but merely a 

temporary interruption in our journey through life. Cryonicists view death not as an 

inevitable and irreversible process, but rather as a reversible condition that can be 

overcome through advanced medical techniques. 
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Also this belief in the potential of science and technology to conquer death is reflected in 

the very process of cryonic preservation itself. The use of cryoprotectants to prevent 

damage to the cells and tissues during the freezing process, the use of extreme cold to slow 

down metabolism and cellular activity, and the use of advanced imaging and scanning 

technologies to map the brain and identify neural pathways - all of these represent the 

cutting edge of medical science, and the potential for humanity to transcend the limitations 

of our physical bodies. 

The symbolism of cryonics also extends to the idea of control and agency over our own 

lives and deaths. Cryonic preservation allows individuals to take an active role in 

determining their own destiny, rather than passively accepting the inevitability of death. It 

represents the ultimate act of self-determination and the belief that individuals should have 

the right to choose their own path, even when it comes to matters as profound as life and 

death. However, the symbolism of cryonics is not without controversy. Critics argue that 

the pursuit of mortality through cryonic preservation is a form of hubris and that the 

practice is based on founded beliefs and pseudoscience. Some even argue that cryonics is a 

form of escapism that ignores the realities of the human condition, including the 

inevitability of death and the need to come to terms with mortality.14 

Nevertheless, despite these criticisms, the symbolism of cryonics remains a powerful 

reminder of humanity's eternal quest for immortality and the desire to overcome the 

limitations of our physical bodies. It highlights the ongoing tension between the desire for 

control and the acceptance of our own mortality, and serves as a reminder of the 

importance of grappling with these complex existential questions. The symbolism of 

cryonics reflects our deepest hopes and fears, our aspirations and limitations, and the 

ongoing struggle to understand what it means to be human in a world where death is a 

constant companion. 

Potential Benefits of Cryonic Preservation 

While the scientific feasibility of cryonics remains a topic of debate, its relevance and 

potential benefits are hard to ignore.One of the key benefits of cryonics is that it could spur 

scientific research and innovation. Cryonics challenges our current understanding of what 

it means to be alive or dead and raises questions about the nature of consciousness, the 

value of life, and the limits of medical intervention. By pushing the boundaries of scientific 

knowledge, cryonics could ultimately help us better understand the complex workings of 

the human body and brain, leading to new discoveries and advancements in medicine and 

technology. For example, advances in cryonic technology could lead to the development of 

new treatments for a range of medical conditions, including the use of cryoprotectants to 

preserve organs for transplantation or the development of new techniques for repairing 

damaged tissues and cells.15 

Furthermore, cryonics offers hope for the future. For those who believe in it, cryonics 

represents a powerful assertion of individual freedom and the right to choose one's own 

path. It allows individuals to take an active role in determining their own destiny and 

exercise their autonomy and agency over their own lives and deaths. Cryonics represents 

the belief in the potential of science and technology to overcome even the most profound 

challenges, including death itself. It offers the hope of a second chance at life and the 

possibility of being reunited with loved ones in the future. 
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In addition, cryonics can have significant implications for philosophy and ethics. It raises 

questions about the value of human life, the role of technology in shaping our future, and 

the limits of human knowledge and control. By exploring these questions, cryonics can 

help us better understand our place in the universe and the meaning of our lives. 

Moreover, cryonics can also have practical implications for society. As populations age 

and healthcare costs rise, cryonics may offer a potential solution to the challenges of an 

aging population. It may also lead to new industries and technologies, creating jobs and 

spurring economic growth. 

However, cryonics is not without controversy. Skeptics argue that the scientific feasibility 

of cryonics remains unproven, and that the chances of successfully reviving a frozen 

human are slim to none. They also raise ethical concerns about the implications of cryonics 

for society, including the potential for cryonic technology to be used to preserve the lives 

of only the wealthy or privileged, creating new inequalities and injustices.16 

The Societal Impact Of Cryonics 

The influence of cryonics in modern day society can be further examined through its 

impact on a range of areas including science, philosophy, ethics, and even economics. 

From a scientific perspective, cryonics has the potential to revolutionize our understanding 

of life and death. By preserving the bodies or brains of deceased individuals, cryonics 

challenges traditional notions of mortality and offers the possibility of eventual revival or 

even immortality. The advancements in cryonics research have also led to the development 

of new technologies and techniques that may have broader applications beyond the field of 

cryonics. 

In terms of philosophy, cryonics raises important questions about the nature of 

consciousness, personal identity, and the meaning of life. For example, if a person's brain is 

preserved through cryonics and subsequently revived in the future, would that person still 

be the same individual, or would they be a completely new entity? These kinds of 

philosophical inquiries challenge our fundamental assumptions about what it means to be 

human and what gives our lives meaning. 

Cryonics also raises a number of ethical concerns, particularly around issues of informed 

consent and social justice. For example, some argue that cryonics is a privilege reserved for 

the wealthy, as the costs of preservation and storage can be prohibitively expensive. 

Additionally, some question the ethical implications of'preserving bodies or brains without 

the individual's explicit consent, and worry about the potential for cryonics to perpetuate 

social inequalities. 

From an economic perspective, cryonics has the potential to disrupt the funeral industry 

and other traditional models of post-mortem handling. The cost of cryonicanpreservation 

and storage can be substantial, and this has led to the immergence of new business models 

and investments opportunities. This has created a burgeoning market for cryonics services, 

with some estimating the potential value  of the industry to reach into billions of dollars. 

Furthermore, cryonics has also captured the popular imagination, with numerous depictions 

of the technology in science fiction and popular culture. This has helped to popularize the 

idea of cryonic preservation, and has led to increased public awareness and interest in the 

topic. 
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Some Ethical Issues Related To Cryonics 

The concept of cryonics raises numerous ethical and philosophical issues that have been 

debated extensively by scholars and the general public alike. Some of these issues include: 

1. Autonomy and Informed Consent: One of the most significant ethical issues 

associated with cryonics is whether or not it is ethical to freeze an individual after 

their death, particularly without their consent. Cryonicists argue that individuals 

should have the autonomy to make their own decisions about their bodies and how 

they want to be preserved after death. I lowcvcr, opponents argue that it is not 

possible for individuals to provide informed consent for cryonic preservation as 

there is no evidence to suggest that this procedure is effective. 

2. Respect for Human Dignity: Some critics argue that cryonics is a violation of 

human dignity as it reduces the human body to a mere object, and can be seen as a 

form of commodification of the dead. The idea of freezing bodies can also be seen 

as a form of disrespect towards the dead and their families. 

3. Economic and Social Justice: The cost of cryonics is often high, and this raises 

questions about whether it is a service that is only accessible to the wealthy. This 

raises concerns about social justice, and whether or not cryonics is ethical if it is 

only accessible to a privileged few. 

4. Religious and Spiritual Beliefs: Cryonics also raises questions for individuals who 

hold certain religious or spiritual beliefs about the afterlife, and whether or not it is 

ethical to interfere with the natural processes of death and the afterlife. 

5. Efficacy and the Burden of Proof: One of the most significant philosophical issues 

surrounding cryonics is whether or not it can be considered a legitimate scientific 

practice. Critics argue that there is no scientific evidence to support the idea that 

cryonic preservation can lead to successful revival in the future. Additionally, some 

critics argue that the burden of proof is on cryonicists to demonstrate that their 

methods arc effective, rather than on skeptics to prove that they are not. 

 

Therefore, the ethical and philosophical issues surrounding cryonics are complex and 

multifaceted. These issues include questions about autonomy, respect for human dignity, 

social justice, religious and spiritual beliefs, and scientific legitimacy. While there are valid 

arguments on both sides of these issues, it is clear that cryonics remain a highly 

controversial and contested area of debate. 

 

The Negative Influences of Cryonics 

Cryonics has been a controversial topic since its inception, with supporters lauding it as a 

potential means of achieving immortality, while critics decry it as a pseudoscientific and 

morally dubious practice. While cryonics hold promise as a means of extending lifespan 

and preserving one’s legacy, it is not without its negative aspects and potential for abuse. 

 

One concern is the high cost associated with cryonics. Cryonics providers typically charge 

tens of thousands of dollars for the preservation and storage of a person's body or brain 

after death, and this cost can be prohibitively high for many individuals. This raises 

questions about the fairness and equity of the practice, as only a select few may be able to 

afford cryonic preservation. Additionally, the fact that cryonics is not currently covered by 

most insurance policies further limits its accessibility.17 
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Moreover, the lack of regulation and oversight in the cryonics industry raises serious 

ethical concerns. There is currently no standardized set of guidelines or regulations for 

cryonics providers to follow, which can leave room for unethical practices and suboptimal 

outcomes. Some cryonics providers have been accused of providing low-quality services or 

even engaging in outright fraud, leading to a loss of trust in the industry as a whole. 

Moreover, the quality of cryopreservation techniques and the likelihood of successful 

revival in the future remain uncertain and largely untested.18 

Another concern is the potential distraction of cryonics from addressing the root causes of 

disease and aging. Critics argue that the focus on extending lifespan through cryonics 

detracts from the need to invest in preventative healthcare measures and addressing social 

determinants of health. While cryonics may provide a means of extending life, it does not 

address the underlying issues that contribute to mortality and morbidity, such as poverty, 

lack of access to healthcare, and lifestyle factors. Thus, focusing on cryonics may 

ultimately be a less effective means of achieving immortality than addressing the root 

causes of death and disease. 

Again, there is the potential for cryonics to be used for immoral and unethical purposes. 

For instance, cryonic preservation may be used as a means of cryopreserving individuals 

against their will or for unethical purposes, such as preserving dangerous individuals or 

weapons. The potential for cryonic preservation to be used as a means of prolonging life 

for those with a history of criminal behavior or other immoral acts raises serious ethical 

concerns. Additionally, the fact that cryonic preservation is not currently covered by most 

laws governing life insurance or inheritance further complicate issues 

Philosophy, Ethics and Cryonics 

 

At the heart of Rawls theory of justice as fairness is the concept of the original position. The 

original position is a hypothetical situation in which individuals come together to establish the 

principles of justice that will govern their society. In this situation, individuals are “veiled” or 

ignorant of their particular social, economic and political positions. They are not aware of their own 

personal characteristics or social statues, such as their race, gender or wealth. Rawls argues that his 

veil of ignorance allows individuals to make unbiased decisions about what principles of justice 

should be adopted. 

Rawls proposes that the individual in the original position would agree to two principles of justice. 

The first principle of justice is the principle of equal basic liberties. Rawls writes, ”Each person is 

to have an equal right to the most extensive basic liberty compatible with a similar liberty for 

others.” This principle ensures that each person has equal access to basic rights and freedoms, such 

as freedom of speech, religion and association.  

 

The second principle of justice is the difference principle. Rawls writes, “Social and economic 

inequalities are to be arranged so that they are both (a)reasonably expected to be everyone’s 

advantage and (b)attached to positions and offices open to all” This principle allows for some 

inequality in society as long as it benefits everyone and is attached to positions open to all. Rawls 

argues that this principle would lead to a more just society because it would ensure that those who 

are less well-off are still able to live decent lives.Fair equality of opportunity is a key component of 

Rawls theory of justice as fairness. Rawls writes “a just society will guarantee a fair distribution of 
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opportunities regardless of their social or economic background. Rawls argues that fair equality of 

opportunity is essential for a just society because it allows individuals to pursue their lives plan and 

achieve their goals. 

 

Procedural justice is another important aspect of Rawls theory of justice as fairness. Rawls argues 

that the procedures used to determine social and economic goods should be fair and impartial. 

Rawls writes, “Procedural justice is a requirement of all social institution, including the basic 

structure of the society and is what ensures that they are justly constituted and administered”. This 

principle ensures that the rules and procedures used to distribute resources and opportunities are 

fair and impartial.         

 

Also kant’s moral theory begins with the claim that “Nothing in the world …. Can possibly be 

conceived which could be called good without qualification except a good will”.  There are, of 

course, other things we count as good. Kant lists three categories of such good things: 1) mental 

abilities (such as intelligence, wit, judgement); 2) qualities of temperament (such as courage, 

resoluteness , perseverance); and 3) gifts of fortune (such as power, riches, honor, health, 

happiness). However, although these things are certainly good, they are not good without 

qualification. Without a good will, the positive qualities could be misused for evil ends. If a will 

that is good is at the heart of morality, how do we identify such a will when we are trying to 

evaluate our own moral character or those of others? Kant then brought in the idea of the 

categorical imperative. The conception of a categorical imperative leads kant to his first official 

formulation of the categorical imperative itself: “act only in accordance with that maxim through 

you can at the same time will that it become a universal law”. Kant offers a second formulation to 

address the material side of the moral law.  Since the moral law has to do with actions, and all 

actions are by definition teleological (that is, goal-directed), a material formulation of the 

categorical imperative will require an appeal to the “ends” of human activities. Some ends merely 

instrumental, but is rather an end in itself. Only rational agents, according to kant, are ends in 

themselves, hence a person should not be treated like a thing as the cryonics do. 

 

Ethical Recommendations To Cryonic Preservation 

There are some alternative offers to cryopreservation that would not raise so many 

eyebrows when practised.One of them is organ donation. Organ donation allows for a 

person's organs to be used to save the lives of others after their own death. This is a widely 

accepted practice and is seen as a noble act by society. Furthermore, organ donation is 

highly regulated and governed by strict ethical guidelines, ensuring that the process is 

transparent and fair to all involved. 

Another ethical substitute to cryonic preservation is the practice of donating one's body to 

science, by donating their body to science, individuals can contribute to the advancement 

of medical research and education, potentially leading to the development of new 

treatments and cures for various diseases, this practice is also highly regulated and 

governed by ethical guidelines, ensuring that the body is treated with respect and dignity. 

In addition, another ethical substitute to cryonic preservation is the practice of leaving a 

legacy through charitable donations. This involves leaving a portion of one's assets to 
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charitable causes or organizations that align with one's values and beliefs; this is a widely 

accepted practice that has the potential to make a positive impact on society, without 

raising any ethical concerns. 

Advanced care planning is another ethical substitute to cryonic preservation. Advanced 

care planning involves making decisions about end-of-life care in advance, ensuring that 

one's wishes are known and respected. T his practice allows individuals to have control 

over their own end-of- life care, while also ensuring that their loved ones are not burdened 

with making difficult decisions. 

Lastly, palliative care is an ethical substitute to cryonic preservation that focuses on 

providing comfort and relief to individuals who are nearing the end of their life. Palliative 

care is designed to alleviate pain and suffering, improve the quality of life for patients, and 

support their families during their difficult time. This practice is widely accepted and is 

considered an ethical way to provide care to those who are terminally ill. 

While cryonic preservation may offer the potential for life extension, it raises a number of 

ethical dilemmas and concerns. As a result, there are ethical substitutes available that arc 

more widely accepted and supported by society. These substitutes offer ethical alternatives 

to cryonic preservation, without raising the same ethical dilemmas and concerns. Organ 

donation, body donation to science, leaving a legacy through charitable donations, 

advanced care planning, and palliative care are all ethical substitutes to cryonic 

preservation that are widely accepted and supported by society. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, while the topic of cryonics is not without controversy and remains a subject 

of intense debate, its relevance and potential benefits are hard to ignore. It challenges our 

understanding of  science, philosophy, ethics, and economics, and raises important question 

about the nature of life, death, and what it means to be a human. By challenging our 

understanding of life and death, spurring scientific research and innovation, offering hope 

for the future, and potentially leading to new medical treatments and therapies, cryonics 

represents a fascinating and important topic worthy of further exploration and study. It 

raises important questions about the meaning and value of human life, the role of 

technology in shaping our future, and the limits of our knowledge and control. While 

cryonics offers a potential solution to the problem of death, its scientific validity and 

feasibility remain in doubt. Moreover, the cost of cryonic preservation is exorbitant and 

beyond the reach of most individuals thereby creating social barriers and inequalities. 

Given these concerns, it is important to explore alternative approaches to the problem of 

death and dying that are more ethical, accessible, and widely accepted by society. Some of 

the ethical substitutes to cryonic preservation include hospice care, palliative care, advance 

care planning, and other end-of-life interventions. These approaches aim to promote 

comfort, dignity, and quality of life for individuals at the end of life, while respecting their 

autonomy and values.It is worth noting that the ethical and societal concerns surrounding 

cryonics are not unique to this field of science. Many emerging technologies and scientific 
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innovations raise similar ethical issues, including genetic engineering, artificial 

intelligence, and biotechnology. As such, it is important for society to engage in a broader 

conversation about the ethical implications of science and technology, and to develop 

frameworks and guidelines that promote responsible innovation and ethical decision-

making. The ethical appraisal of cryonics highlights the need for a more nuanced and 

critical approach to this controversial field of science. While cryonic preservation offers a 

potential solution to the problem of death, its scientific feasibility and ethical implications 

remain uncertain. As such, it is important for cryonicists, scientists, and society to engage 

in a broader conversation about the ethical implications of this technology, and to explore 

alternative approaches that arc more ethical, accessible, and widely accepted by society. 
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