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THE PATHOGENIC IMPACT OF COUPS
AND MILITARY RULE ON NIGERIA
AND HER ARMED FORCES

O. B. C. Nwolise

L INTRODUCTION

oldiers have illegally commandeered and commanded
SNigeria’s Politics and government for 24 years (see Table I.
Many serious works have been carried out on the causes of
military intervention in the politics of nations. Examples include
Janowitz (1964)", and Huntington (1968)>. Dudley (1973)°, and
Adekson (1981)* are examples of numerous works that have
examined the factors underlying military intervention in Nigeria
specifically. But adequate attention has not been given to the
important area of the devastating and retrogressive effects of coups
and military rule on both the military institution itself and the
nation at large, which effects are termed "pathogenic impact' here.
The significance of studies as this at this period of Nigeria’s
history and political experience can not be over emphasised. Itis a
strategy of presenting a mirror for the soldiers to have a hard and
honest look at themselves and what they are doing to themselves
and the Nigerian society, through their incessant coups and
military rule, and therefore make a permanent exit from Nigeria’s
political seene, and keep to their professional and constitutional
duty of defence. There is also the need to support the political
education and mobilisation® of the Armed forces to end military
intervention in Nigeria’s politics, especially as the several years of
military rule have worsened rather than solved the country’s
political, social, and economic problems.
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Table I
Period of Civil Rule and Military Rule in Nigeria
1960 — 1994

Type Head of Government Period

First Republic:

Civil Government Sir. A.T. Balewa October 1, 1960 — Jan. 15

1966 '

First Era of

Military Government

@) General A, Ironsi Jan. 15 19

i) . ; 66—July 29 1966
(ii) General Y. Gowon July 26 %

; 1966—July 29

(iii) General M. Mohammed/ s e

0. Obasanjo July 29 1975-Oct. 1. 1979

Second Republic Alhaji S. Sh i 0

SR FAEL 5. agari ct. 1, 1979-Dec. 81, 1983.
Second Era of

B_lﬁlitary Government

(i) ¥aJ Gens. M. Buhari

. Idiagbon Dec. 31 1983-Au
¥ ) X g 27 1985
(ii) General I, Babangida Aug. 27 1985-Aug. 26 1993
Botched Third Chief E. Shonekan Au
: B g. 26 1993-Nov. 17, 199
Republic (Interim Government) e ;
Third Era of
ur Nov. 17 1993

Military Government |General S. Abacha % ey

Il} addition to these, there is anger all over the land against
soldiers over the harm they are doing to the country without
q}lglms. .Fmally, there is urgent need to liberate Nigeria from the
mﬁ grtilﬁeof coups and military rule, so as to restore social

society in 1 intaini
Febr s mle-ty terms of enthroning and maintaining

In mentioning the restoration of justice above, Plato’s conception
of Justice in man and society is borne in mind. Plato in his Republic
had philosophically asserted that the soul of man has three
elex.nents - the rational, spirited, and appetitive elements - out of
which the rational element is of the highest quality and thus
controls the other two elements. To him, once this situation of
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control exists, there is justice and harmonious order between the
clements, and the man will be at peace. But once one of these
other two elements take control of the man and the rational
clement, there will exist injustice and disharmony. Plato relates
this justice in the soul of man to justice in the society, where to him,
the are three social classes - the Philosopher-king (civilians trained
to govern), the soldiers (trained to protect or guard the society), and
the workers (trained to produce the needs and wealth of the
society). To Plato, once each of these social classes performs its
role, there will be social justice and harmony between them, and
the society will be at peace. However, a situation where soldiers
abandon their duty of protecting the society and unilaterally
assume the role of political governance clearly presents a case of
injustice and disharmony.

Relating this philosophical postulation to our empirical Nigerian
situation, Nigeria’s constitutions and model of military organisa-
tion make the Nigerian Armed Forces APOLITICAL, and thus the
soldiers have no business intervening in politics. By Nigerian laws,
it is CRIMINAL to overthrow a civilian democratic government.
Even if a civilian government is bad, it is for THE PEOPLE to
remove such a government, not the soldiers. However, it must be
noted that military rule has been an extension of Hausa- Fulani
domination of the country as this author hes shown elsewhere’.

IL. IMPACT OF COUPS AND MILITARY RULE ON
THE MILITARY INSTITUTION

I am aware of the fact that coups and military rule have brought
some positive contributions to the military organisation in general,
and some privileged individual soldiers in particular. The military
organisation for example has benefited greatly from: the increased
defence allocations; modernisation of the armed forces; the develop-
ment of barracks accommodation; purchase of new weapon and
non-weapon type military equipment; increased number of educa-
tional and training institutions ete. Also some privileged individual
soldiers especially at the top level have got huge fringe benefits -
"political allowances" - from political offices; and there have been
rapid promotions with the accompanying salary increments.
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The above benefits of military rule to Nigeria’ ili
organisation not-withstanding, available data gﬁgis anml]i;t':raerx".Sf
;ﬂf]é};;llgdls evidence that coups and military rule have dealt and
P ez.?jtre{):;blows on the military institution in Nigeria, as

When a coup oceurs, in most cases, it brings a
numerous Nige::ian officers and men who hgasvebls)eﬁlﬂ’:faile:éhfgf
several years with the tax payers’ money to protect the Nigerian
state. There are no official figures, but a conservative average of
550 ﬁnfa officers and men was computed from estimates agr,iveg;3 in
discussions, as those who have died in the course of overt coups
attempted coups and plots. These include air force pilots naval
men, and army officers. Such killings especially after a'bortive
coups, haj.re generated bad blood, and deep seated hatred among
some soldiers in the Armed Forces, and some of these wait for their
day of vengeance. Major General Adebayo (Rtd), one time Army
t(i];cllejfl’v c;fw%ﬁf&a?nd tﬁ;agglﬁm living General of the Nigerian Army
th%w SR cOups.at many of his contemporaries died in

ps and military rule have resulted in num iti

promotions, giving rise to a situation where some ?}?iﬁrsg ozl'lahncka;
constitute an embarrassment to the nation. The story was once
told qf a visiting Indian Air Force officer who saw a Nigerian officer
wearing the same rank as himself, and who was born the same
year the Izid.tan joined his country’s Armed Forces®. This political
promotion “started with the entry of the military into politics in the
1960s, but_ gather.ed a neckbreaking momentum in the 1970s"
states Chris Okoheﬁand others, in their interesting article "The
harvest of Generals™. As at 1989, the Army alone had produced 73
officers of the rank of Major General and above within 20 years, the
Navy 27 Admirals, and Air Force, 6 Air-Vice Marshals. At the’ age
of: 33 to 35 years, Niger_ian officers are already Generals, (Some
glthout having fought in any war), whereas, a visiting Soviet

fficer who had served 41 years was still a Colonel. In the United
Kingdom, the earliest an officer will get to Lt. Col. is at 37 years of
age, Colonel 42 years, Brigadier 44, Major General 48, and General
52. quer normal situations, promotions in the Armed Forces
occur with military prowess, and only on rare occasions, with the
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need to fill a particular vacant position. But political promotions in
Nigeria have taken the upper hand due to coups and military rule.
These are promotions meant to reward the boys for their loyalty,
secure leader’s position, spread the "cake", or to reward officers for
roles played in a coup process; and there is no respect for age or
experience in such promotions. Apart from the jealousy, bad blood,
suspicion and mutual distrust generated by such promotions, the
nation spends its scarce resources paying the salaries accom-
panying the promotions, and worse still inexperienced officers
move into the commanding heights of the country’s Armed Forces.
Again, the military organisation is destabilised and further politi-
cised by political promotions. These do not mean that some officers
are not worth their salt however.
Political retirements constitute another pathogenic impact of
coups and military rule on the Nigerian Military. The impact is
obvious, and the rate and reasons are as scandalous as the
number. Of the 73 Major Generals produced by the Army, over 50
have retired within 20 years, while 23 were serving as at 1989. In
the Navy, out of the 17 Admirals produced, 11 have retired, while
the Air-Force has witnessed the retirement of 6 Air-Vice Marshals
and 1 Air-Commodore. This is just at the elite echelon. Of course
each coup, attempted coup or plot produces its own list of officers
and men to be retired, discharged or dismissed "with immediate
effect”. The reasons for retiring soldiers can be in three categories
viz; voluntary retirement, retirement for fraudulent action, and
retirement for political expediency. This author’s concern is the
third category, for under this, soldiers can be victimised, retired if
seen as a security threat to the regime, or simply because he does
not fit into the ruling clique. Under this category, retirement takes
no military tradition into consideration. Major General Mamudu’s
view comes handy here: .

... One’s ability to belong to the right camp at each
time can determine whether he retains his staff or
not* '
He goes on to say for example that one’s role in a coup process or

his relationship with the coup planners can get him out of the
armed forces, for if an officer does not fit into the clique that:
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successfully carried out a coup, he will be sent packing from th
Nigerian Armed Forces. To underline his point, ﬁi toldgNewbreec{;
jchat he was retired in 1984 because as he put it "I did not just fit
into the group that was successful during the coup", yet he was out
I(:'uf the country when the Buhari/Idiaghon coup occurred. He said:
I know tha}t most of us were retired for our services being no
longer required"’. Major General Joe Garba (Rtd) delivers the
same message that most military officers were retired from the
Nigerian Am}ed Forces forcefully in these different but emphatic
words: "It will be discovered that general ... and others who are
ﬁtlr;d from the army will be quite willing to go back"” The
ot 1:11 ovaem gg;irﬁgggt at its inception retired 17 top officers at once
Whereas in Nigeria, officers retired or are retired any tim
the age of 40 years, in the defunct Soviet Union, ufﬁoers}:xn.lldtc“l'g‘i:?.t{{e1
only at 55, z:u}d some remained in active service till 60 years of age.
These conc.htlons still obtain in Russia. In the United Kingdom
officers retire between the ages of 50 and 55 while outstanding foxs
retire at 60 and. above. The consequences of early and mostly
political retirements in the Nigerian Armed Forces are alarming.
The force is simply bleeding itself to death. There is the great
danger of leaving our soldiers and by implication Nigeria's security
in the. hands of "infant" Generals in the very near future if the
trend is not arrested now. Brigadier Adekunle said that: "Out of
mlma?'l;l}‘lfy you don’t (sic) have any tradition in the military any
lopger: , and l.nsisted that early retirement is not in the interest of
Nigeria and disrupts military tradition and discipline. Continuity
is also a problem. But the two greatest devastating effects are in
the area of deprofessionalizing the Armed Forces, and the fact that
f:here 15 no more security of tenure in the Forces. The latters’
import lies in the situation where some officers and men now take
to fraudulent, corrupt and “extra-curricular” activities in prepa-
ratﬁ?ﬂl for premature retirement.
itary values, customs, traditions, and standards have
badly eroded in the Forces. The deep personal spirit of comr:al-cle};;eh‘i;1
among the soldiers of one nation have been battered by the
distrust, fear, jealousy, suspicion and hatred that have been
generated by 24 years of coups and military rule and their vagaries
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especially political promotions, post-abortive coup trials and

illings, undeserved retirements, etc. ~Mess life has almost
completely lost its value too, as many officers keep away or just
"pop in and out" of the Mess for fear of being identified with any
particular clique, or suspected of planning a coup. Brigadier
Adekunle expresses the view that in the past, three issues were
seriously forbidden for discussion in the officers’ Mess viz: politics,
women, and religion. The case is different today as the Forces have
become riddled with politics and religious squabbles. He insists
that the disruption of military tradition is responsible for the
deplorable state of the Nigerian Armed Forces today®. Age is no
longer respected in top promotions, and political promotions have
created Generals many of whom have glamorized and debased
respected and honourable positions meant for heroes. Some
Generals have not even fought a serious war, and some do not have
the tag of Passed Staff Combatant (PSC) as required for such rank.
Some junior officers who have political godfathers at times refuse to
obey orders from their seniors, and the latter are reluctant to
discipline the former in fear of being-retired "with immediate effect
for their services no longer being required".” This situation has
great implications for discipline in the Forces.

With the above happenings, the breakage of the much desired
esprit de corps in the Forces will not be surprising, neither will the
fact that the Forces have been greatly deprofessionalised. Brigadier
Adekunle expresses the view that many of the present crop of
soldiers lack military qualities, a sense of duty, and personal
defence ability, and that the military has been reduced to the level
where professionalism counts little in comparison with the goal of
keeping the boys employed and happy.” Military rule, of course,
takes away soldiers form their real calling or profession. Now they
are soldiering politics instead of soldiering defence. This abandon-
ment of their national constitutional and professional duty has
created crisis of mission for the Nigerian Armed Forces.

Military discipline has fallen drastically today due to several
years of coups and military rule. This is not so much in connection
with soldiérs breaking laws (though some of them are really raw
and lawless), but with the absence of adequate supervision due to
the fact that many top officers who should place checks on soldiers
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in barracks are away in political offices. Also, with political
promotions, those who are not favoured find it difficult to obey their
former mates or juniors who have become their superiors over-
night. Again, officers who have held political posts return to the
barracks with a different life style and demeanor. There is the
danger that in a serious external war situation, Nigeria will lose
many of her officers from “friendly bullets” fired from the back, as a
result of jealousy, or search for vengeance. It is surprising that
with all the goings on in the Forces as discussed above, the
Nigerian Armed Forces have not witnessed a complete breakdown
of discipline. This is a credit to the majority of the disciplined and
patriotic professionally inclined soldiers, when we compare our
situation with some other African countries like Uganda where
pockets of soldiers in the days of Field Marshal Amin did what they
liked in Uganda.”

Military rule has widened socio-economic classes in the Armed
Forces because top government posts are assigned on the basis of
military rank. Those in public offices especially the higher ranks
have access to huge money, respect and prestige unlike those in the
barracks especially the lower ranks. Some of those left-out wait for
their turn patiently, while the impatient ones plan coups. A
Captain told me in February this year (1994) that "our military
barracks rest on kegs of gunpowder due to the differences in wealth
and life style created by political offices for some. "The situation is
so bad that if fighting begins between the haves and have nots in
the barracks, all the civilians can not stop it", he told me.

Coups and military rule breed more coups and perpetuate
military rule. In the first military era (1966 - 1979), there was one
counter-coup (July 29 1966), one coup (July 29 1975), and one
attempted coup (Feb. 13 1976). Then since the military’s second
coming in December 1983, there have been one coup (Aug. 27
1985), and two overt attempted coups. First in 1986, and the last
(April 22 1990) which nearly threw the country into another civil
war with its attempted excision of five states from the Federation.
It can comfortably be said that the Abacha coup of November 17
1593 is a spill-over from the Babangida rule. Whereas in the first
and second Republics only one plot and one coup occurred in each.
Thus, military rule has generated more political instability in
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ioeria. Bricadier Adekunle says that political retirements and
I:;ogg;tions cgaan generate further coups because of the urge to get to
the top of the military ladder quickly in order to get fat benefits

if one is retired.” -

ev%:;litical governance by the military draws top and brilliant
officers of the Armed Forces out of the barracks to political offices
as members of the ruling Council, Administrator, _Mmlsters,
Ambassadors, Commissioners, Chairmen of Boards, .D].I‘GCtOI'S of
Directorates etc. Observers of the military holdl thg view that the
Babangida administration made things worse with its novel power
sharing structure in which "the entire spectrum of the officers rank
from Majors to Lt. Colonels and Colonels have had ,the baptism of
public office.” The Abacha government is following almost the
same power sharing formula, and it creates problems in lthe area of
administration of the Forces, training and supervision of the
troops, professional alertness and discipline ofj soldiers. Mlllt_ary
rule turns many officers into part-time soldiers and fgll—t];ne
politicians with its devastating effect on the military organisation.
When the cat is away, of course, the mice have a field day. Not only
these, many officers in public office find it d_Jfﬁcult to leave the
benefits of such offices to go on military training, even vafhere_ the
training will improve their military performance, professionalism,
and rank. Another problem here is that the bulk pf the officer corps
of our Armed Forces age fast under the stress of political office. -

Professional alertness is lost, and effective and speedy mobili-
sation of the soldiers become an uphill task during military r1:11e
given the fact that several officers are away in political czﬁ'loes with
many of their boys that administer to their masters needs as
batsmen, guards, drivers, etc. In additio.n, most of these ofﬁeers
and men easily get so weakened by civilian pleasures .assocmted
with political offices that they become unwilling to readily pay the
supreme sacrifice for the nation when necessary. _Thus, military
rule creates situations that tempt officers and men into corruption,
and away from military profession, attitudes and attributes.

The crucial principle of civilian control of the military has been
lost to the several years of coup and military rule. One Fnake_as bold
to say that it is doubtful if 95 per cent of the. s_c_aldlers in t}}e
Nigerian Armed Forces today ever experienced civilian control in
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real terms. The implication is that most sol
rule have to be alternated. This is & great

Babangida lamented, even if half-heartedly, in his address to
officers of the Armed Forces on February 11, 1986 that:

The stark redlity of the nature of the Armed Forces
today is that those who had the vital experience of
cwilian political control of the armed forces have

long disappeared from the hierarchy of officers in the
armed forces.

The spoils of military rule or fringe benefits acruing to a few
privileged military officers in political offices have made military

But today, even University lecturers send their children to military
schools. Graduates and Postgraduates now seek military recruit-
ment, all in the hope that one day, it will be their turn to sit over
the sharing of the national wealth under military rule. The danger
here is that spoils-seekers rather than lovers of the military
profession are being recruited into the Armed Forces especially in
these days of unemployment. While this is happening, many fine,
patriotic, and selfless officers resign or retire from the Armed
Forces due to the inability of their conscience to accept what the
military’s leadership is doing to the Armed Forces and nation.

Finally, it has become very glaring that the Nigerian Armed

, dismissed, or asked to "voluntarily"
resign from the Forces either to pave way for the favoured section

of the country; weed out radicals who have "red too much book", or
reduce the size of officers from unfavoured sections of the country.
Not only this, some officers today, partly because of this aristocrat;i-
sation and partly because of the vagaries of military rule feel and
act as being above the law and violate court injuctions and trample
on the rights of citizens with impunity. The aristocratisation flows
from the belief of a section of the country (far North) that it has the
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diers are likely to be

seeing political rulership as their right, hence military and civil
problem facing civilian

leaders und democracy in Nigeria. It is recalled that President

. ost effective instrument .to
rigl}t 2 mle_oﬂ&fgﬂzﬁﬁoﬂtaige control it‘rnu.st mail}ta_m.
el thﬁ . has polarised the Armed Forces with its terrl.fymgl
e Onnot only in terms of the risk it poses for nationa
32?':33: i‘zle:ecurity, but also for the cohesion of the forces.

E ON
III. IMPACT OF COUPS AND MILITARY RUL

THE NATION _ '
Again, it is crucial to begin this section by acknléiwlidi?ﬁg ext‘ils
iti\’re contributions of military governments to flgtztes i
o d development. For example the creation of s e
ent:%ﬁ;l of the first Republic to 30 states toc_lay; i]‘-tlﬁﬁ‘a;lt nll o
5.fecid;h Service Corps to promote unity; expansion 0. i
ially under General Gowon’s administration; Sl
espext:l e}’orms especially the giving of autonomy, R
e tsr and creation of 589 local governments _by the ad fxlm :
gral;r'n’ment' establishment of iron and steel mdu;stry; er;:]mm i
?:;;ign polic’y especially under General Mohangned so%'(;:;l g wa);
ansion of universities; ete. Thus, this paper does n o
E:"I,{{Eand to deny military governments of tl.'heu' achievem Mﬂltary &
mIn short in my earlier works like 'I:Ihg ngemaﬁadersmp H
il hli%o : ‘clsgiig'",ouarn?xﬁlihtiﬂr;mgvernments have
igeria"" vemen ' TIm
}ljezegflri?iscijstsheii ?I(':i d{::tails. The, ﬁrst. great price Nigerlf.mggs 152;
coups and military rule is political instability. Thi] m o
beogme the greatest threat to 1:)0111;_icac1‘i stallgglrt;ye Il-f’?a ! Lie;i cations’_
i io- eve _ 10
it thf_}rs halsieimi;};g\sgﬁoﬁiﬁgmhi%wrs from Nigeria, po}lttcgl
épat;failigymmakfﬁ government policies ungtable, and' gives ngetrlw;ae
ff; character of an unserious and ungred'mtable natmdrll ?Smt%z%give
comity of nations. Thus, it is not only Nigerian drug ped ' tc}al A
the country a bad image abroad. The worst damage Hu“;ltmy
legal and political implications is done by the nggrlﬁ ; through
their incessant coups and prolonged undemo- cratic rule. —
Military overthrow of the guvermx}sﬁt ﬂ?nd Z;spgl?;spumhased
ituti violently wi e weapons pur

?:tisntglggy'gis?rggﬁzﬁs the height of (military) indiscipline and
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lawlessness. It is a very bad example to our children because
soldiers are supposed to be noted for high level discipline. The
Nigerian constitution is the fundamental law of Nigeria and to
desecrate it and throw it over-board is a great crime. The consti-
tution established the Armed Forces by a section of its provisions,
and for the same Armed Forces to desecrate that constitution that
created it is a great disservice to the Fatherland. It tantamounts to
the tail wagging the dog. The Phillippines’ experience of 1988
shows that bad governments can be changed even with military
involvement in the process without soldiers taking over govern-
ment or overthrowing the constitution
Military coups have become the greatest threat to democracy in
Nigeria because it terminates the development and internalisation
of democratic culture in the people. Thus, each time a new republic
is started, the politicians begin afresh to learn about democratic
tenets and practices. Elsewhere?, the why and how the military in
Nigeria is the obstacle to democracy in Nigeria have been shown
thus there is no need to dwell on them here. But it must be said
loudly that the nullification of June 12 presidential election results
adjudged the most free, fair and peaceful in Nigeria’s history
demonstrates the assertion that the military is the real obstacle to
democracy in Nigeria.
€ unnecessary and avoidable Nigerian civil war fought for two
and a half years, (July 6 1967 - Jan. 15 1970) and in which about
3,000,000 lives were lost and property worth millions of naira
destroyed was a product of the 1966 coup and the intra-military
wranglings and struggle for power from 1966 to 1967. The war set
the country several decades back and it solved no problem other
than stopping Igbo or Eastern secession. Most of the problems that
caused the war are still with us today especially sectional domi-
nation, ethnic and religious manipulations by politicians (military and
cvilian), and injustice in the allocation of national resources, to mention
but a few.

Military rule puts an end to the rule of law, for once a coup
occurs, the constitution is suspended, and the Judiciary is subjected
to the dictates of the ruling military council. Not only this, the
country becomes subjected to the decrees made by a handful of
hand-picked members of a particular military clique and some of
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these decrees can not be challenged in any court of law becar‘.fle og
the jurisdiction-ouster-clauses. The rule o.f man replaces the L e ('Jt
l;in Since law is the ultimate source Zﬁ Jtl1stwe &speg;&tx;ly r:v—ledm b1y
. soci
flows from the people and the natural law, a s ! il
soldi hardly be said to have justice. This has been.
?‘\Ioildlgsancg:peggnc); under military rule which has sy'si;.emataca]ly
i‘or%Zd out reputable judges of honour gom }?ur d;u&gzi{sféee?
i who do not know law, or whose hands are oiter ,
ﬁﬁfmrgagit deliver unpatriotic judgements late at mgilt wh;g
honest men are asleep, or judgements that are not to be quo
ide the court. b
OutIfT;g:rian governments under military rule Oilgwe beenﬂle Ir;anned bgf
i not trained or experien in romss.
govemsowlersang?ﬂzlsehas had its implications for good. government; aéld
because they just have to rule, the soldiers use the civil servants cahrll fsa
few intellectuals just like the colonial governors usedf fgle nl;lauli\;g wga y
The retrogressions witnessed in kfay sectors of natio
espicia]l;fi;lrl housing, health, education, agriculture, economy, ]:iuman
rights, investment, employment, etc. atthre products of prolonged
ili dictatorship and mismanagemen
ml’ill‘ltfgmass&s of t%e people have completely been left c)ui1 of !;he
entire process of governing Nigeria for 24 years. This also :1% ;[3;
plications for public accountability. Soldiers in goviel.'mntinﬁi 2t
never been accountable to Nige.rif;lns, HI:I;StEfan ms;}; lgrénlglutign(_) mm:nt
ed of corruption are quickly absolve
3&3}5 without investigations, though 'tl?e Abachg governm;en?
probed five accused interim state administrators in 1994 out o
i found guilty. ;
Wh';‘(lixl:a %?\Iv-ﬂwse;:vice todga;:;l stands politicisgfl, corrupted and mﬂtﬁn.lt
secure tenure due to several years o_f' _mmtaxylrule. Due ttg) ‘%
material and political gains under military regimes, some top most
servants even prefer military governments today and becaus%{er;ﬂe
civil servants are not sure or their job security, some embe ;
public funds and do all sorts of business in preparation agaams
premature retirement or retrenchment. Thus, dedication to duty
ists in the public service. i )
nolb?illl.lgtzyemrzle has rgversed the order of }?ohttcal control in i_;he
civil-military equation. In liberal democratic models, the civilian
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government controls the military. Coups and mili
set patterns _that_ w111 continue to mallzse it diﬂimtlﬁ:n;'oiulm?v%?:g
E}p;;%nmﬂ?&ts in Nigeria to have effective power over and control of

The beating of civilians by soldiers in civil-mili cl i
&a‘c]i(i)r product of coups and military rule. Prior totatlz léagg ecitllsp;

\diers were hardly seen by the citizens, not to mention civil.
imhtary clashes. Several such clashes have occurred involving the
’I?}I;S of lives and property in different sections of the country

ough some of the clashes have emerged from civilian faults,
most of them result from the fact that soldiers feel that they are u';
power, apd are thus superior to the "bloody" civilians.

.1\.Txger1a is a federation on paper once under military rule
Military governments, given the centralised command system of
the Armed Forces and the fact that Military Governors or Adminis-
trators are the P‘hief Executives of the states, have imposed
%m;anst t}epdenmes on this supposed federal nation for 24 years.

nder military rule, the Commander-in-Chief at Abuja gives
_orc.lers toa Goyemor in Sokoto, Bendel, Oyo, or Anambra state and
g,l;s obeyed without question. This created a central government

nat has s0 strangulated Nigerians that some are now calling for
dls’i‘nhtjgrtitmn, f"Nhll“adOtélerls call for confederation.

Lhe ethos of rapid deployment and red
which often works well for military orm?;l;soiapsgsobn;eﬁ
(wrongly) tram::,planted into the governance of Nigeria since the
1966 coup. This has resulted in the high rates of turnover in the
appontment and removal of public officers thus making the
u}lstaple military government and its policies more unstable. This
situation was worse under General Babangida’s govemmer;t As
emphasised in a Nigerian magazine editorial in 1989: .

- President Babangida’s administration h

. as been
chamcte_rzsed by the highest rate of turnover in terms
of appoiniments to various public offices in our
hwto!y_. The regularity with which both the President
a.m% 'hzs go;;enwm have had to hire and fire their
ciuilian political infees is cle '
civilian sensibilitieg.%)o T e ER G
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While not saying that incompetent or corrupt officials should not
be removed from office, it is important to note that the introduction
of the military style of rapid deployment and redeployment in the
public service makes many responsible citizens refuse accepting
public appointments since they do not wish to be treated shabbily
by military bosses who in the first place are supposed to be in the
barracks and trenches.

Coups and military rule have worsened Nigeria’s ethnic and
religious cleavages and plunged the country into several avoidable
crises. Examples are the civil war mentioned earlier, the secret
entry of Nigeria into the OIC, and the several religious riots that
have occurred in its wake, as well as numerous coups, counter-
coups, attempted coups, and plots. The nullification of June 12
election results by the Babangida government in 1993, nearly led
to the country’s disintegration.

Military governments have incurred more foreign debts against
the nation. In the first republic, Nigeria's external debt was a
matter of a few thousand dollars. Though conflicting figures were
given by the Central Bank of Nigeria, the World Bank, and the
Federal Government under the Buhari regime as regards debts
incurred by the Shagari government of the Second Republic, it
stood at about $28 billion. After another ten years of supposedly
corrective military rule, the debt has regrettably risen astrono-
mically to over $35 billion apart from those already repaid, at the
expense of national development, and welfare of the masses of the
people.

Several years of military rule have destroyed the moral base of
society, and turned the nation’s values upside down. Today,
education, good name, hardwork, recognition of honest achieve-
ments ete. no longer count. What counts now is money and riches
got by hook or crook. Violence has become a way of life, from
armed robbery, secret cults, hired assassinations, letter bombs, to
hijacking, etc. For the highly educated in Nigeria, it has been a
curse to be intelligent - especially for the intellectuals and
university students who for several years have been humiliated,
harassed and intimidated with official violence. The military has
taken pleasure in humiliating the intellectual, climaxing in the
sacking and later unsacking of all lecturers in Nigerian
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Universities in 1993 by the General Babangida regi i
because the lecturers insisted on the gove:nnmglent rﬁp{[el:thsagngz
19%2uagreemto ment it freely signed with ASUU.

e to huge mcreases in military bud which wi
marginal productl_wty increases, lack of eﬂecmg:;smobﬂisat;?ﬁf ;)11;12
People for. produgtmn and development, foreign controlled economy,
unport_orlente_d industries, consumption oriented economy misuse’
of fo::elgn pohcy_, unwillingness of the military rank ano;i file to
practically contribute to socio-economic development etc., Nigeria
has not develo much economically. In short, the living
cond1t19ns of the masses of the people have worsened. People ate
many times better in the first Republic than today, despite 24 years
of so-called corrective military rule. This is not surprising because
studies have shown that the military are unable to spur economic
development.* The conclusion of Ruth First becomes crucial here
to the effect that: "The coup, as a method of change that changes
little, has become endemic to African politics"® As Anton Bebber
obsgrvgd, what comes out of the military regimes in Africa are a
redlspnbumon of economic and political power amongst the elite,
;?ﬁ?g of the personal and clique interests, and change of political

Finally, in a situation where most top officers of
Forces are in political posts with sex?eral of theitrh emt;m?nfll
attendance, and where speedy mobilisation of these officers and
men can not be guaranteed, the defence of the nation is surely in
Jeopardy. The words of Lt. Colonel Omowa in a lecture at the
Army Headquarters Garrison Ikeja on July 7 1988 on the need to

d mili 5 :
sglser?e]jl:taly rule are very instructive here: Col. Omowa had

The capability of the military to perform its primar
task of defending the nation against sztema::l)
aggression thus becomes not only questionable but in
most cases unattainable when the need arises, We
cannot mobilise under very short notices.”’
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IV. CONCLUSION

As has been shown in the study, coups and military rule have
brought some benefits to the Nigerian Armed Forces collectively,
Nigerian soldiers individually, and the Nigerian nation. The
contention here however is that coups and military rule have had
more of destructive than constructive effects on the Nigerian
Military and state. As rightly and summarily observed by Vice-
Admiral Murtala Nyako (rtd) who was the Deputy Chief of Defence
Staff, under the Babangida government and a member of the
Armed Forces Ruling Council:

I believe that whatever good individual military
officers and men ... derive from military regimes the
net effect has been damaging to the military
institution ... It is therefore not to the benefit of the
military institution that its serving members get
involved in governance.”

It is also clear to Nigerians that the different military regimes
from General Ironsi (1966) to Abacha (1994) have not only failed to
solve the problems they claimed they came to solve as corrective
regimes but have worsened the problems.

The point has to be made loud and clear that military rule is a
revolt against the state, a flagrant and irresponsible violation of the
constitution, and a provocative encroachment on the realm of
operation of the civil populace. Modern nations are controlled by
law under the leadership of democratic governments subjected to
the control of the popular masses through regular free and fair
elections, and public criticisms. Nigeria at the age of 34 should be
ruled by laws not by the whims and caprices of one man, or a clique
of soldiers. Military rule no longer fits into leadership role in the
contemporary world. In short, if the experience of Africans under
military autocrats are to be analysed, military rule will best be
described as the RULE OF BARBARIANS.

The way forward is for the military to permanently disengage
from politics and rebuild its self, its image, and profession. As
former President Babangida stressed in his speech at the 9th
Graduation Ceremony of the students of the Command and Staff
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College, Jaji, and further repeated in his address to Senior Armed
Forces officers at Abuja on October 17th 1987, the single most
important task before the Nigerian Armed Forces today is that of:
‘rebuilding our professionalism traits; echesion, discipline, hierar-
chical structure of command, nationalism, a sense of puritanism...,
intelligence, astuteness, and ‘esprit-de- corps’ which we stand to
lose in the corridors of political power"? "If the military fails to
resolve this crisis of mission, it stands to be disgraced out of power
by popular forces, decentralised or even disbanded for a more
people- oriented, law abiding, and democracy-respecting military.

To help the soldiers resolve this crisis of mission, civilians and
politicians must stop encouraging soldiers to take over government
and desecrate the nation’s constitution. Military training should be
given to or acquired by all Nigerians to break soldiers’ monopoly of
the skill of weapons manipulation. Also, any soldier who
participates in politics should be probed and tried afler his tenure.
Nigerian masses must restore and defend democracy and good
government; and be able to vote out bad government. The role of
soldiers here is to support not oppose democratic forces.

Finally, this paper is not meant to discredit the Nigerian Armed
Forces which is still one of the best organised, most internationally
respected, and effective forces in Africa as shown in their several
peace-keeping roles in many war theatres of the world®. My efforts
here are simply answering the patriotic call in advaneing ideas for
saving Nigeria from the ftrauma of vicious circle of coups and
military rule.
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“]GNORANTIA IURIS NON EXCUSAT”: A
PLEA FOR JUSTICE

F. A. Adeigbo

1l

Th.is paper is titled "Ignorantia Iuris Non Excusat™. Itisa
we

ll-known legal maxim. And my aim in the paper is two

fold: () To show that the usual defenses of the maxim are

not sufficiently persuasive, and (2) to show cause why reasonable
and honest ignorance of law should be admissible as a ground of

exemption from liability.

I

et me begin by articulating questions which arise from this
maxim: What is ignorance of law? How does ignorance of law
affect one’s obligation under the law? How is ignorance of fact
("Ignorantia facti") related to ignorance of law? Or are Ignorance of
law and ignorance of fact two sides of the same coin? There are two
well known views concerning the use of ignorance as an excuse in
the criminal law. The first view holds that ignorance of law does
not excuse one from liability or obligation under the law, even
when such ignorance is honest and reasonable. Thus, if an accused
person pleads ignorance that the law forbids rape or arson or
abduction, his plea would either not be believed or would be
rejected on the ground that everyone is reasonably expected to
know that such acts or conducts are forbidden by the law. In a plea
of ignorance of law one claims not to know that the law in question
exists.

Now suppose a defendant admits knowing that a particular law
exists, (eg. the law forbidding rape) but claims not to know that
that law (forbidding rape) includes (and, therefore, prohibits) such
actions committed with one’s spouse or consort. Here, the pleaded
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